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SEA SON OF CHEER



EDITOR’S NOTE
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As the year comes to an end , we celebrate the 

Season of Cheer .

Dear Readers ,

Greetings

Lights, presents, love and joy!  Its Christmas

The first recorded date of Christmas being 

celebrated on December 25th was the year 336, 

during the time of Emperor Constantine in Rome.

In this issue we bring you images of Consular 

activities across the country along with a story of 

Paigah - Rulers without a State and much more.

We hope you enjoy reading this edition and as 

always looking for your ideas and suggestions.

Wishing you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New 

Year. 

Surbhi Sharma

Editor

Consular Chronicles

Honorary Consul of Spain 

WELCOME TO NEW 
MEMBERS

Hon. Mr. Vishal Pankaj Mehta

Hon. Consul of Djibouti

Hon. Mr. Dikshu Chandra Kukreja

Honorary Consul of Albania



The Church of the Nativity is considered by Christians as the second most holy church in the world, after the 

Church of the Holy Sepulcher in the old city of Jerusalem.

The city of Bethlehem lies just a few miles South of Jerusalem. It is the city where Jesus was born. He was born in 

a small cave that was used at the time as a manger – a place to house sheep and goats during the night.

During her visit to the Holy Land in 325–326 AD Queen Helena, mother of the emperor Constantine, found the 

birth place of Jesus.

Over that same cave, the birthplace of Jesus in Bethlehem, the Byzantine emperor Constantine built a 

magnificent church, dedicated in the year 339 AD. This is the Church of the Nativity. The church was built around 

the cave. That same cave is still there, in the crypt of the church! 

Since that time, so many years ago, the church has seen fires, wars, destruction, rebuilding, repairs, additions 

and changes multiple times! You can still see mosaics, pillars, walls and other structures from the times of 

Constantine, Justinian, the Crusaders and other eras, even to modern times. 

The church contains many chapels and convents and different parts of the building and its grounds are 

controlled by the Greek Orthodox, Franciscan (Latin) and Armenian churches. It is considered a UNESCO World 

Heritage site. People flock from all over the world to visit the church and to see the cave where Jesus was born.

Bethlehem is also the city where King David was born 14 generations before Jesus. King David made Jerusalem 

his capital, and his son, King Solomon, built the first Temple on Mt. Moria in Jerusalem. The Second Temple was 

built on the same place, and now Temple Mount resides on that same location, with the golden Dome of the 

Rock at its center

Temple Mount is but a short distance East of the Church of the Holy Sepulcher. Both Temple Mount and the 

Holy Sepulcher are within the walls of the old city of Jerusalem.

Tzachi Samiya is a renowned lobbyist with a deep understanding of Jerusalem's political and historical 

significance, and dedicated to bringing the rich heritage of Jerusalem to life for people all over the world.  
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THE CHURCH OF THE NATIVITY 
IN BETHLEHEM 



It is great joy for all of us that the Hony. Consular Corps Diplomatique – India 

(HCCD–India), Bangaluru Chapter is bringing out the next issue of Consular 

Chronicles on the eve of New Year. Before I write about the activities of HCCD–India, 

please accept my heartiest greetings on occasion of the New Year.

“A VERY HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL OF YOU

MAY GOD BLESS YOU ALL WITH GOOD 

In the last message I informed you about the election of the new Board of Directors 

in which 26 Hon'ble Members were elected including President, Sr. Vice President and Vice Presidents. After the 

election of the new board a Board of Directors meeting was held on 11.08.2023 in which many issues including 

the issue of holding of FICAC South Asia Regional Conference in India was also discussed. The Bangluru, 

Chennai and Hyderabad Chapter showed interest in holding the said conference in South India which was 

appreciated by one and all. The other issues such as identity cards to be issued to Hony. Consuls and car 

number plate was also discussed. The President informed the Board that new identity cards for Hony. Consuls 

all over India will now be issued by the Deputy Chief of Protocol, Ministry of External Affairs, New Delhi so 

therefore it is advised that all Hony. Consuls may get in touch with the Deputy Chief of Protocol (II) for the same. 

As regards, special car number plate is concerned it was informed that the file is still lying at the Ministry of 

Transport, Govt. of India. The President assured that the matter will be once again taken up with the Chief of 

Protocol for urgent decision regarding car number plates.

It is also to inform the Hon'ble Members that Hon'ble Mr. Purrshottam Bhaggeria in the capacity as Secretary 

General, FICAC travelled to Honduras to attend the Latin American Regional Consular Conference. This was the 

3 day conference and it has been informed by the Secretary General, FICAC that it was very well attended and 

organized. Hony. Consuls from countries of Latin America, Africa and Europe attended the said conference. The 

Secretary General has been advised to share the pictures of the said conference to be included in the 

forthcoming Consular Chronicles.

God bless you all!!

HEALTH, HAPPINESS AND PROSPERITY”

President – HCCD – India

                                                                                                                                    

K L Ganju, o.c.v.c. (cdr.)

Advisor to the Foreign Minister
Consul General (Hy.)

Union of the Comoros

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
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HCCD - INDIA



SECRETARY GENERAL'S MESSAGE

Before I write about the activities of HCCD – India please accept greetings on the 

occasion of forthcoming New Year. “A VERY HAPPY AND PROSPEROUS NEW 

YEAR”. At the outset I am pleased to inform that in the capacity as Secretary 

General of FICAC I travelled to Honduras to attend the Latin American Regional 

Consular Conference. This conference was attended by Hony. Consuls from Latin 

American Countries, Europe and Africa. The Conference lasted for 3 days and 

was very well organized. I have brought some pictures of the event which I am 

sending to the Editor, Consular Chronicles with a request to include them in the 

forthcoming issue. As regards activities of HCCD – India is concerned I am very 

pleased to inform all of you that a Board Meeting was held on 11.08.2023. It was 

very well attended and many issues were discussed. The Hon'ble President in his message has explained all 

points so therefore I need not repeat them here. The issue of FICAC identity cards was also discussed in the 

Board Meeting. I informed the Board that due to some technical issues and also change in the regime at the 

FICAC, the printing of identity cards has been considerably delayed. However, it has been promised by the FICAC 

Board that soon the cards will be ready and dispatched. 

                                                                                                                                    

Purrshottam Bhaggeria
Hony. Cosul of Maldova

  Director, World Federation of 

Consuls (FICA)

Secretary Geneeral, HCCD- India
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MUMBAI

AROUND THE NATION

H.E. Abdulla Husein Salman Mohamed Almarzooqi, Consul General 

of UAE in Mumbai (right) being felicitated by Dr. Vijay Kalantri

Taiwan Trade Mission to India: Interactive B2B meeting with the 

Trade Delegation 

Flag hoisting ceremony on the occasion of 77th Independence 

Day of India 2023.

Dinner hosted by Hon'ble Shri Eknath Shinde, Chief Minister of 

Maharashtra to celebrate the 77th Independence Day of India

Interactive meeting with Deputy Consul General of Finland – 

Mr. Tuure-Eerik Niemi at the Honorary Consulate of The Republic 

of Uzbekistan office 

Malaysia Day Celebration – Malaysian Food and Culture event



H.E Mr. Donnawit Poolsawat, The Consul General of The Royal 

Thai Consulate, in Mumbai

Taiwan Excellence Product Launch, Mr. Kalantri being felicitated 

in the presence of Ms. Esteal Chen, Director at Bureau of Foreign 

Trade, MOEA, Taiwan.  

Hon'ble Shri Ramesh Bais, Governor Of Maharashtra inaugurated 

the World Trade Expo 2023 

Hosted H.E. Ambassador of Uzbekistan to India Dr. Akhatov Dilshod 

Khamidovich on his visit to Mumbai in September 2023.

Interactive meeting with H.E. Mr. Aziz Baratov, Charge de Affairs, 

Embassy of the Republic of Uzbekistan in India, during his recent 

Mumbai visit in October 2023.
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e National Day Celebration of The Royal Consulate General of 

Saudi Arabia 

Shri Ramavtar Goenka, Honorary Consul-Kenya, 1st lady of Kenya, Her 

Excellency, Ms. Rachel Ruto and Mr. Willy Bett, High Commissioner of the 

Republic of Kenya in India

Shri Ramavtar Goenka, Honorary Consul of the Republic of Kenya honoured 

to receive 1st lady of Kenya, Her Excellency, Ms. Rachel Ruto in Mumbai.



Mr. Ahmad Saad Al Sulaiti - Consul General of Qatar, Mr. Abolfazl Alikhani 

Consul General of Iran Dr. Vijay Kalantri- Honorary Consul of The Republic 

of Uzbekistan, Mr. Abdulla Husein Salman Mohamed Almarzooqi Consul 

General of UAE, Mr. Ali Abdul Aziz Al Balooshi Consul General of Bahrain 

Mr. Suleman Eid S. Alotaibi - Consul General of Saudi Arabia, Mr. Jamil Haji 

Ismail Al Balushi Consul General of Oman 

Consul General of Turkiye, Mr. Cuneyt Yavuzcan along with his 

spouse and Dr. Vijay Kalantri.

H.E. Mr. Philip Green, Australian High Commissioner to India during 

his visit to Mumbai along with Ms. Majell Hind – Australian Consul 

General and Dr. Vijay Kalantri.

Interactive meeting with Mr. Randhir Jaiswal – Consul General of India 

in New York during Dr. Vijay Kalantri's

Mr. Mahendra K. Sanghi, Honorary Consul of Kazakhstan in honour 

of Mr. Harjinder Kang, Trade Commissioner for South Asia and British 

Deputy High Commissioner

Attended the National Day of The Consulate General of Indonesia 

In Mumbai hosted by H.E. Mr. Eddy Wardoyo – Consul General of 

Indonesia in the month of October, 2023.  
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BANGALORE

AROUND THE NATION

Mr. Karthik Tallam, Honorary Consul of the Kingdom of Cambodia in 

Bangalore was awarded with the Diplomatic Excellence Awards 

 Independence Day at Rajbhavan  Independence day celebrations by Round Table

The Ambassador of France to India, H.E. Mr Emmanuel Lenain, conferred the insignia of Chevalier de l’Ordre national du Mérite on Mr. Apparao Mallavarapu 

Honorary Consul of Brazil, at a special ceremony at the Residence of France, New Delhi. The honour came in recognition of his outstanding commitment and 

contribution to developing business ties between India and France. 



 Dinner Hosted in Honour of the Ambassador of Latvia  

At the dinner party hosted by Mr. K P Balasubramaniam in his 

honour at ITC Windsor, Bangalore

Mr. K P Balasubramaniam, Hon. Consul for the Republic of 

Latvia in Karnataka & H. E. Mr. Juris Bone, Ambassador of the 

Republic of Latvia to India

The Ambassador of France to India, H.E. Mr Emmanuel Lenain, conferred the insignia of Chevalier de l’Ordre national du Mérite on 
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Mr. Apparao Mallavarapu -  Honorary Consul of Brazil in Bangalore, was awarded the honorific 'Order of Rio Branco' by the Brazilian 

Government for his exemplary work on bringing Brazil and India together. 

The award was conferred by His Excellency Mr. Andre Aranha Correa Do Lago - Ambassador of Brazil to India



HYDERABAD

AROUND THE NATION

Consul General Michaela Kuechler and Honorary Consul Amita Desai 
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Republic Day Celebrations of Kazakhstan with H.E Ambassador of Kazakhstan
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Minister KTR Welcomed the new CG of Germany in Chennai Ms. Michaela Küchler on her first visit to Hyderabad. Discussed strengthening 

cooperation between Telangana and Germany in priority sectors like innovation, sustainable mobility, MSME and skilling.

German Reunification Day at the Taj Krishna, Banjara Hills, 

Hyderabad
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On the 16th of June, 2023, the Ambassadors delegation and the Consul General of the Republic of Korea in Mumbai was invited to the 

Famous South Indian Actor Mr. Chiranjeevi's Residence.

The delegation also visited Kanha and the Statue of Equality
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Honorary Consuls attend Wellness Retreat at Hyderabad:

A delegation of Consul Generals, Honorary Consuls and Trade representatives  

in India sojourned at the wellness retreat center, Kanha Shantivanam. The 

delegation consisted of representatives from 17 different countries, who 

joined to elevate storytelling and aesthetics at Kanha. 

Heartfulness Meditation and Spiritual Practices: During their visit, the delegation members had the opportunity to connect with themselves through the 

signature heartfulness meditation techniques. 

A highlight of their stay was the personalized ayurvedic treatment process. Each individual underwent a comprehensive assessment to determine the ideal 

ayurvedic treatment for their unique needs. The sessions included rejuvenating ayurvedic oil treatments, acupuncture, and Heartfulness Polarity, leaving the 

delegates feeling revitalized and balanced.

Educational Talks and Workshops The delegation members participated in a series of informative talks to deepen their understanding of Yogic life and holistic 

well-being. Topics covered included the seven pillars of a healthy lifestyle and the potential of intuition through Neuroscience in children, among other relevant 

subjects. These talks provided valuable insights into achieving a balanced and healthy life.
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Spiritual and Environmental Initiatives: During their stay, the delegates observed various Heartfulness initiatives encompassing spirituality, 

environmental conservation, wellness, and brighter.minds. This firsthand experience offered them a comprehensive view of the organization's 

impactful endeavors.

Contribution to Environmental Conservation: As a meaningful gesture during their visit, the delegation actively participated in contributing 

to the preservation of the rainforest. They planted trees, leaving a lasting contribution to the natural grandeur of the centre.

Living the Life of an Abhyasi: Throughout their stay, the delegation 

embraced the life of an abhyasi on the Kanha Shantivanam campus. 

They attended group meditation sessions and yoga classes, fully 

immersing themselves in the serenity and tranquillity the 

centre offers.

Visit to Samathamurthy - State of Equality: The Statue, situated 

on the outskirts of Hyderabad, is a grand tribute to the renowned 

11th-century Indian philosopher, Ramanuja. This awe-inspiring 

monument stands as the second tallest sitting statue globally and 

was meticulously crafted to commemorate the 1,000th birth 

anniversary of the esteemed philosopher, Ramanuja.

The visit of the delegates was a highly successful and enriching experience. The engagement with the wellness 

center's activities and spiritual practices left a profound impact, fostering a sense of well-being and cultural 

exchange. 
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CHENNAI

AROUND THE NATION

This Deepavali celebration of HCCD - Chennai on 1st Nov 2023 was very special with nearly 150 guests including 

34 diplomats attending the event 
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The Festival was inaugurated by Mr Antony Lobo, Hon. Consul 

of Spain and Mr Oscar Pujol , Director- Instituto Cerventes 

New Delhi  was the Chief Guest.

Spanish Film Festival organised by the Embassy of Spain, 

Instituito Cervantes, ICAF,and the Consulate of Spain in Chennai.

The Diplomatic Premier League - DPL 2023 was an amazing success.

About 300 people from different diplomatic missions participated in this event as players and audience.

Along with the Refugees Team from UNHCR and the new addition this year was the team from TN Govt. Officers 

(IAS, IPS & IRS).

There was an exhibition match between the Chennai in FC National professional football team & team 

composed of all Cgs.

Countries which participated were Singapore, Malaysia, Thailand,  Japan,  South Korea, Australia, Italy, 

Germany UNHCR,  & TN Govt. Team



NATION IN FOCUS – FINLAND
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THE STORY OF HAPPINESS

All education from preschool to vocational colleges and universities is free of charge for both Finnish and EU 

citizens to ensure equal opportunities. In basic education, the average class size is 20 students, and a student-

centred approach lies at the heart of learning. 

Key features: Highly equal society with high standard of education, social security and healthcare, financed by 

state taxes  Main exports: Electrotechnical goods, metal products, machinery, transport equipment, wood and 

paper products, information services, chemicals 

Life expectancy: Men 79 years, women 84 years. 

Sámi is the mother tongue of about 2,000 indigenous Sámi people. 

Official  rel igion:  Chr ist iani ty ;  68.7  % Lutheran and 

1.1% Orthodox. 

Independence: Declared on December 6, 1917. Previously a 

grand duchy in the Russian empire for 108 years, and a part of 

Sweden for 600 years 

Form of government: Republic, parliamentary democracy 

International cooperation: Member of United Nations since 1955 and European Union since 1995

Main imports: Raw materials, investment goods, energy, consumer 

goods

Greatest width from east to west: 542 km (336 miles) 

 Climate: Great contrasts – cold winters and fairly warm summers 

(2022 extremes: coldest day in Enontekijö -35.7 C/-32.3 F, warmest 

day in Pori 32.9 C/91.2 F)

Official languages: Finnish (spoken by 87.3%) and Swedish (5.2%). 

Greatest length from north to south: 1,157 km (717 miles) 

Finland ranks as the happiest country in the world in the UN World Happiness Report 

(2023, 2022, 2021, 2020, 2019, 2018) 

Finns are satisfied with everyday life. The environment is one of the reasons: Finland has 

the cleanest air and freshest water. A 

stable society helps too: Finland has one of the freest election systems and is perceived to 

be one of the least corrupt countries in the world. Finland is ranked first in protection of 

property rights, second in press freedom, and third in personal freedom and choice.

An important result of this egalitarian approach to education is that regional and socioeconomic differences in 

learning outcomes are very modest.

Finland is considered one of the world's most socially innovative countries: it's the most stable country in the 

world and boasts the best governance. We also have the third-best quality of life in the world. Finland's standing 

as a socially innovative country is based on a history of correcting social ills. Take the maternity package, for 

example: introduced in 1938, it brought all mothers into the social security system.
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Finns drink an average of 2.6 cups per day. Coffee is consumed all day, every day, and coffee 
breaks are required by most unions.

Finland's universities are among the highest performing in the world when countries' levels 
of economic development are taken into account, according to Universitas 21's Ranking of 
National Higher Education Systems.

Finland. Internationally, media art and photography are the most prominent 
fields of Finnish contemporary art. Well-known Finnish artists include, for 
example, Helene Schjerfbeck, Eija-Liisa Ahtila and Elina 

Brotherus.

Finland ranks as the 3rd most socially just country in the EU, measured according to 
poverty prevention, equitable education, labour market access, health and other 
factors. 

This means a better chance at happiness for all. It is no coincidence that Finland ranks as 
one of the most socially just countries in the world.

SANTA CLAUS  LIVES IN LAPLAND, FINLAND 

The real Santa comes from Finland. He has always lived in Korvatunturi, Lapland. Not the 
North Pole!

With more than 75% of its area covered by trees, Finland is Europe's most forested country. 

Finland is also a country of water. To the south and west Finland is bordered by the Baltic Sea while much of 
Central Finland is covered by lakes. All in all, there are 188,000 lakes in Finland, earning us the name “Land of a 
Thousand Lakes”.

This is a country with 3.2 million saunas and 5.5 million people. Finns go to the sauna naked – and often 
together with family or friends. Every Finn has their own sauna traditions but one's mind and body will always 

be cleaned. It's a sauna state of mind.

Measured by many significant economic and wellbeing indicators, 
Finland is among the leading countries of the world. Finland's gross 
national product (GNP) is EUR 253 billion( 2019), which equals EUR 47,072 
per inhabitant.

Technology industries are the biggest export sector in Finland, 
accounting for approximately 50% of Finnish goods and service exports 
(2020). Many leading smart technology companies in the world have 

Finnish roots, including network equipment manufacturer Nokia, elevator and escalator manufacturer KONE, 
marine engine and power plant developer Wärtsilä, and several forestry-
related technology companies.

For decades, Finland has invested hundreds of millions of euros per year in 
health-related education, research and research infrastructure. This has 
created cutting-edge Finnish research and treatment in cancer, brain 
disease, cardiovascular disease and genetics.

In international comparisons, Finland ranks among the richest countries 
in the world. The income gap is narrow in international terms.

Finland is one of the world's leading experts in Arctic shipbuilding, 
shipping, winter navigation and maritime and offshore technology. Finland 
manufactures advanced state-of the-art Arctic ice- breakers and 
specialised offshore vessels.

Finland is one of the world's leading countries in design. Finnish design combines practicality and functionality, 
a solution-focused approach and equality. Furniture, glass and ceramics have been traditionally strong areas of 
Finnish design. Finland was one of the forerunners of industrial design as it grew in the 70s. In 2012, Helsinki 

was the World Design Capital, and in 2014 it was named UNESCO's City of 
Design.

Finland's contemporary art scene embraces everything from experimental 
artist-run initiatives and commercial galleries to flagship art institutions. 
There are over 3,000 professional visual artists, more than 60 art museums 
and numerous galleries in 

Mrs. Geetanjali Kirloskar

Honorary Consul of Finland 



PAIGAH - RULERS WITHOUT 
A STATE 

Any family that maintained its own court, individual palaces, had their own villages from which they earned 

revenue; income that netted them great riches and respect, not to mention power and prestige, and a standing 

army of over fourteen thousand infantry and cavalry troops, in the late 17th century, was surely nothing less 

than the rulership itself. And in that power, pomp and splendor lay the Paigah’s 

downfall. 

Many achievements in our history have been recorded, whilst many more remain in 

folklore. I have borrowed from both. The folklore comes from my grandmother, my 

father and both my father’s brothers, the last of the bastions of the Wali-ud-Dowla 

Paigah, a branch of the Vicar ul Umarah – Amir-i-Paigah of Hyderabad. The Paigah 

family, once, was among the most influential and powerful in India. It was their power, 

their splendor (which many a times outdid the ruler) and their tact and acumen that 

made them a fearsome force to reckon with. It is these forgotten warriors of our nation 

that we celebrate today. 

Backed by personal revenue from thousands of villages, they were wealthier than many of the Maharajah’s and 

Nawab’s of the country. In the Paigah Taluks, and in their zat jaghirs, the Paigah had the right to collect land 

revenue, including revenue from fruit trees and fisheries, akbari and opium revenue and revenue from forests. 

They were responsible for the security and defense of the state, apart from governing their own taluks, where 

they maintained and ran both the civil and criminal courts. They provided court houses, equipment, and the 

entire judicial establishment for their taluks. There were 150 islands of Paigah territory scattered all over 

Hyderabad State and each Paigah apart from its own army, 

maintained its own police in each territory. They were great 

patrons of art and built schools, colleges, and spectacular palaces 

that dotted Hyderabad. They supported the state in building 

railway stations and funding the railways, where it passed through 

their lands. They had their own forests and shikar-gahs (hunting 

areas) where they built spectacular hunting lodges. They loved 

hunting and often spent days out in the country taking care of their 

lands and their people. The artistry of the Paigahs can be seen in 

their tombs. The Paigah Tombs with its delicate mosaic tile inlay is 

an intricate work of passion carved out of pierced marble. Even the 

rulers of the state do not have such a magnificent place of burial. 

Whilst the tombs are a fine example of a subtle mix of Rajputana 

style and an enthralling indo-islamic architecture prevalent at that 

time, the Faluknuma Palace, standing on a hill overlooking the city 

of Hyderabad, overshadowing all the other palaces below, was built in the shape of a scorpion with two stings 

spread out as wings in the north. 

Nawab Vicar ul Umarah Amir I 

Paigah

Paigah Tombs 1 Hyderabad
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The history of the Paigahs is closely interlinked with Hyderabad monarchy, and much like the history of over 

550 princely states of India, with the crumbling of the Mughal dynasty. The breakup of the latter resulted in 

Nizam ul Mulk, a Prime Minister at the Mughal durbar (later known as Nizam I) carving out a massive territory 

for himself in the Deccan. He founded the Asif Jahi dynasty and declared independence from Delhi. A loyal 

companion of his was Abul Khair Khan the son of Shaikh Muhammad Bahauddin. As the Governor of 

Shikohabad he was groomed for office in the service of the Mughal ruler Muhammad Shah. He was noticed by 

Nizam ul Mulk who asked Abul Khair Khan, to join him on his way to the Deccan. Together they fought many 

battles against the Marathas where Khan proved himself to be an invaluable asset. Being the thirteenth direct 

descendant of the renowned saint, Shaik Fariduddin Ganjshakar and a brilliant strategist meant that he would 

carve out a considerable space for himself and his family in the Nizam’s dominion. 

It was built by Nawab Vicar ul Umarah Amir-i-Paigah, as a hunting lodge. He 

was an avid traveller, and his influences show in the architecture, which 

combines Italian and Tudor influences. Designed by an English architect, 

William Ward Marret, it is made completely with Italian marble with stained-

glass windows and covers an area of 1,011,500 square feet. The library had 

one of the finest collections of the Quran in India. The State Reception Room 

is spectacular with its ceiling decorated with frescoes and gilded reliefs. There are many stories on how the 

Nizam came to possess this magnificent palace, and these are best left unsaid. But the fact is that Vicar ul 

Umarah’s brother-in-law, the Nizam of Hyderabad, walked in and stayed. 

The title of Paigah, which means pomp and rank in Persian, was given by the second Nizam of Hyderabad to 

Nawab Abu’l Fateh Khan Tegh Jung Bahadur in appreciation of his loyalty and services rendered by him. The 

titles of Shams-ul-Umra, Shams-ul-Mulk Shams-ud-Daula Shams-ul-Umra were also 

conferred onto him. He was the founder of the Paigah family. 

After Abu’l Fateh died in 1791, his son Fakhruddin Khan inherited the estates and 

titles. He was given the title Amir-e-Kabir. He also married the daughter of Asif Jah II in 

1797. Thus began the tradition of marrying Paigah daughters to the Nizam and the 

Nizam’s daughters to the young men of the Paigah family. Fakhruddin Khan had 

many grandchildren and of these, Asman Jah, Vicar ul Umra and Khurshid Jah were 

the chosen ones. Nawab Bashir Yar Jung, a grandson of Vicar ul Umarah married Princess Saleha Sultan, the 

daughter of Her Highness Sajida Sultan and Nawab Iftikhar Ali Khan Pataudi. I am their progeny. I am narrating 

but a few fables of what the Paigah faced over the past two centuries. This is the story of my family.  

Nawab Sir Asman Jah Bahadur 

Nawab Vicar ul Umarah in his buggy
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Although the Paigah dynasty starts during Aurangzeb’s reign, it was in 1798 that it took a turn. Napolean 

Bonaparte had written a letter to Tippu Sultan, the Ruler of Mysore, stating that he is planning on joining hands 

with him, and together they will conquer India. This letter was confiscated in Muscat by British agents and used 

to frighten the Sultan of Oman to sign a treaty. Folklore has it that the same letter was bought to Hyderabad. 

Here it was presented to the Nizam and British support assured, without which, the British said, Hyderabad 

would fall to the joint invasion of Tippu and Napolean. The Paigah’s were called for their counsel. They advised 

that Tippu was a brother, a close ally and would never harm Hyderabad. They further advised the Nizam that 

instead of signing a treaty with the British, they should assist the Tippu-Napolean duo to get to Delhi and 

thereby become an integral part of their invasion, rather than fight them. The Nizam, who was perturbed by the 

powerful Marathas harassing him along his north and western borders, chose to go with the British. Had 

Napolean won the battle against the British, and had he landed in India, it would have been a grave mistake, but 

luckily for the Nizam, Napolean was defeated and his threat neutralized by his new allies. Once the treaty with 

the British was signed, the combined forces of Britain and Hyderabad attacked Tippu. 

The Paigahs were against this battle and chose not to engage in the first battle, resulting in a severe thrashing of 

the Nizam’s forces. By now the British had sunk their teeth into the Hyderabad 

monarch and a plot was hatched to weaken the Paigah. Consequently,  in the Paigah 

were fractured by Sir Salar Jung as regent of the state. It was divided into three, the 

Khurshid Jah Paigah, the Vicar ul Umhara Paigah and the Asman Jah Paigah. With the 

latter getting a majority of the share, reducing the two brothers share, thereby 

weakening them substantially. To add to the Nizam’s woes, Khurshid Jah, being the 

head of the free mason’s in India, was extremely close to Queen Victoria. She would 

call him ‘Brother’ in her communications. This agitated the Nizam and the Vice Roy. 

Here was a man who had access to the Empress with which he could dictate Indian policy, and overrule their 

strategies. To add salt to injury, Khurshid Jah was given the title of His Highness by the Queen Empress. This 

infuriated the Nizam. We do not believe the events that followed are related but Vicar ul Umarah was poisoned 

and murdered soon after. It is claimed by many that whilst he was at his hunting lodge in Vicarabad, food was 

sent from Hyderabad. He started to choke the moment he ate it. He knew he was poisoned and called his 

trusted servants and asked them to rush to the Nizam and not to rest till an inquiry was ordered and the 

murderer found. His death till date remains unexplained. Soon after his brother Khurshid Jah too died thereby 

ending any self-perceived threat to the British power center in India. Two stalwarts of Hyderabad, who had 

helped make Hyderabad one of the most beautiful cities in the world, were removed in the blink of an eye. This 

ended the stranglehold of the Paigah over Hyderabad monarchy for ever.   

Khurshid Jah - Head of the free 
masons in India
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No story on the Paigah would be complete without mentioning 

the breakfast wars. My father once recounted an incident that 

he claimed was told to him by his elders. True or not such fables 

were doing the rounds of Hyderabad and have to be recounted 

here to explain the intricate games played by the British. Every 

morning the Paigah would send a sumptuous breakfast to the 

British Resident in Hyderabad. Till the bifurcation of the Paigah, 

it was sent either from the house of Khurshid Jah or his brother 

Vicar ul Umarah. One day it was noticed that breakfast was 

going from the house of Asman Jah. Swords were drawn and a major fight broke out on the streets of 

Hyderabad. It was not his place to send food to the Resident, the brothers claimed. They were overruled. Sadly 

they never saw the writing on the wall. The tide had turned. Asian Jah was to be favored over them from then on. 

Soon thereafter the partition of the Paigah into three was affected.  

Nawab Wali ud Dowla, son of Nawab Vicar ul Umarah, my grandfather 

became the Amir and continued the legacy of the Paigah’s. A weakened legacy 

but a legacy still the same. His youngest son, Nawab Bashir Yar Jung, my father 

married princess Saleha Sultan of Bhopal. Though he was educated in 

Cambridge and had a job in the West Indies, he was ordered to return home to 

fight the many legal battles that had ensued after the sudden death of his 

father during haj. The position of the Paigah’s today is unlike any other in 

India. After India got her independence, the Paigah’s found themselves caught in numerous legal battles being 

fought between the various families. Around 2200 acres of Hyderabad city along with many villages, belongs to 

the Paigah’s and is in court. This is because the Nizam in his wisdom, and rightfully so, had asked the 

Government to create the Court of Wards to take over all Paigah lands in order to safeguard the same. These 

lands were supposed to be returned to the families once they arrived at a compromise. Though my father has 

passed away, the cases filed by him over seventy years ago, are still being fought. The family has arrived at the 

compromise. The lands still lie in the custody of the Court of Wards. The family is now fighting to get them back. 

Such is the curse and the legacy bestowed on us, the children of Paigah. 

Family Dinner at Home

Viqar-ul Umara riding an Elephant 1900
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A SPECIAL GUEST 

In Bengaluru, I'll also be looking at ways to enhance tech and innovation collaboration, including supporting 

women in leadership; to deepen education ties following the Indian Government's significant decision to 

permit foreign university campuses; and to build understanding of Australia's diverse, strong and vibrant First 

Nations cultures. 

2. How will the Consulate boost economic partnerships between Australian entities and Karnataka 

specifically?

Austrade, which is the name of the Australian Government's Trade and Investment Commission, is part of the 

team in Bengaluru and is focussed on making new connections between Australian and Indian businesses, and 

promoting the mutual benefits of the bilateral free trade agreement. We also want to encourage greater 

investment from southern India in Australia.

Since the Consulate-General opened in July, we've had visiting delegations from a wide range of sectors, 

including infrastructure, water, tech, food and beverage, critical minerals, defence industries, space, and 

education.  We've brought strong business delegations to the International Conference on Space and the 

Bengaluru Tech Summit; these are good platforms to showcase Australia's strengths and expertise and to meet 

with potential business partners in Bengaluru and beyond.

As with India, Australia is a federal system, and our state governments also play a key role in deepening 

engagement between Australia and Karnataka. At present, Victoria and Queensland have Trade 

Commissioners in Bengaluru, and I'm hopeful other Australian states will do so in future. 

1. What opportunities does this new Consulate bring for strengthening Australia-India 

ties in Karnataka?  What are the Consulate's priorities?

My name is Hilary McGeachy and I'm Australia's first Consul General to Karnataka and 

Telangana, based in Bengaluru. The Australian Consulate-General is Australia's fifth diplomatic 

presence in India. The Consulate-General opened in July; we're currently operating from an 

interim office at the Ritz Carlton Hotel in central Bengaluru. 

We're focussed on deepening Australia's ties to India's vibrant innovation and technology ecosystem, as well as 

significant biotech, aerospace and defence industries, India's national space agency, and leading education and 

research institutions in the states of Karnataka and Telangana. The Australia-India Economic Cooperation and 

Trade Agreement (AI-ECTA) provides new opportunities for business and consumers in both countries, which is 

part of our efforts to increase two-way trade and investment.

H.E Ms. 

Hillary MacGeachy 

Consul General, 

Australian Consulate 

General at Bengaluru 



As with India, Australia is very large country so it's important to give yourself time to explore – and not to try and 

see it all in one visit. The iconic sights like the Sydney Opera House and Harbour Bridge are truly memorable, 

and attending the Australian Open or a match at the Melbourne Cricket Ground are a special place to visit for 

sports fans. The island of Tasmania is rightly reputed as a destination for foodies – and to enjoy unspoilt 

wilderness. AI-ECTA has reduced tariffs on high quality Australian wine entering India, so I'd recommend visiting 

some Australian wineries to get a sense of how diverse our wine offerings are. I'm from the state of Victoria, so 

I've got a soft spot for the rugged coastline of southern Australia – it's spectacular. And importantly, you can now 

fly directly from Bengaluru to Sydney!

The pace of change in the Australia – India relationship in the last five years has been remarkable, and includes 

key milestones such as a Comprehensive Strategic Partnership, expanding defence exercises, the conclusion of 

the India-Australia Economic Cooperation and Trade Agreement, and an annual leaders-level summit. This 

pace of change is no accident. The Australian High Commissioner to India Philip Green, recently summed this 

up as being a product of three drivers - 'necessity, opportunity, and affinity', which capture the increasing 

strategic alignment, economic complementarity and growing 'human bridge' between Australia and India. To 

build on that, for example, we are working to increase cooperation on maritime domain awareness, two-way 

trade and investment, and green energy transformation.

Personally, I've been struck by how strong the links are between Karnataka and Telangana and Australia – in all 

walks of life. When you start a new diplomatic presence, there is an expectation that you'll have do a lot of work 

to build mutual understanding, identify opportunities, and then begin to expand them. In Bengaluru, I think 

part of the challenge for my team – and it's a good one to have – is to figure out where best to focus our energy 

on things that will make a difference to the bilateral relationship.

4. Australia is a warm and welcoming country with a varied history. What are your recommendations 

to see, try and visit to a traveller from India who would visit Australia for the first time? 

Bengaluru is a delight – dynamic, diverse and a great climate. I've been very warmly welcomed and I'm enjoying 

getting to know the city. I try to get out and about on weekends on foot as much as I can, to get a sense of the city 

that you can't appreciate from a car. I'm also looking forward to exploring Karnataka and its amazing national 

parks and cultural monuments. In terms of south Indian dishes – as a starting point I have to say a masala dosa. 

The café across the road from my office is my go-to for lunch!

The welcome has been warm and the feedback very positive, across business, government, education 

institutions and other stake holders. As you can imagine, an important part of starting a new mission is building 

relationships, and we're very much doing that at the moment.

3. What is the significance of opening this Consulate in Bengaluru? What feedback are you getting 

from Australian businesses, universities about the need for a dedicated presence via this consulate?

5. What is your perspective of Bengaluru, do you like it? What is your favourite south Indian dish yet? 
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Those lunches turn into very fun parties. All Danish companies know that the yearly 

Christmas lunch party is the most important event every year for the employees to connect 

and interact casually outside of the workplace.

For Danish families, Christmas is celebrated on the 

evening of the 24th, and it is about giving and 

remembering each other. It is also about slowing down after a busy year 

and being able to reflect on the year that passed and the new year to come. 

Christmas season  in Denmark starts very early, already in November . Every weekend up to 

the 24th of December, which is our Christmas in Denmark, the Danes gather and meet for 

Christmas lunches and parties with friends, family and colleagues.  

My own Christmas, before I got married, was in Denmark. Denmark is part 

of Scandinavia and the Scandinavian Christmas is very traditional. 

Scandinavia includes Denmark, Sweden and Norway and Christmas is 

different from each country when it comes to food and how we celebrate it. 

In general Scandinavians are very traditional when we celebrate a season or 

an occasion.

I still remembermy Christmas were white, though we normally only see 

snow every 10th year in Denmark. It is funny how we romantise moments 

we have been brought up with. One childhood memory I have, is how the 

way Christmas unfolded. 

Christmas usually was held at my parents house. I have 2 brothers who in total have 7 children, adding my 

closest family plus my parents´ families and we are about 30 people for the Christmas dinner.

We did home cooking for the Christmas dinner. I enjoyed helping in the kitchen, because I felt I was of good use 

and I had a chance to speak with my parents. 

Yes, I admit it- I was a child and teenager in the 80´. 

My mom always started the dinner preparations on the 23rd, and my 

dad and I went to buy the Christmas tree together. Buying the 

Christmas tree was my favourite time, because I was alone with my dad 

without my brothers, doing something together we both thought was 

fun. 

I remember the green lush Christmas trees very clearly because they 

were always so magical to look at. We always bought fresh pine trees - 

my dad took his time chatting with the tree salesperson and the other 

people buying trees, wishing them Merry Christmas while sharing a 

glass of warm mulled wine. 

After the tree shopping we drove back to my parents house, which was 

warm from the fireplace in the living room. I loved sitting in the kitchen 

drinking hot tea, listening to all the Christmas music hits such as 

Wham, Leonard Cohen, Maria Carey etc. 

Most Danish homes have large kitchens so there is room to sit and chat. 
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Around noon, we came back and helped decorating the 

Christmas tree. In my family we have a lot of ornaments 

that have been passed on for many generations - some 

ornaments have been passed on for 4 generations.

The morning of the 24th was magical- honestly us kids 

were very excited for the evening and with all that energy 

we terrorised the house, so we often went to spend some 

of the time with friends mainly to run off steam, while my 

parents could get things ready. 

It always ended up being me decorating the tree, as my 

brothers didn't want to.

At 4 pm exactly, and it is still happens every year, we were watching the yearly Disneys Christmas show on 

national Danish TV. Even today, all kids are still watching the yearly Disney show while their parents are in the 

kitchen preparing the dinner.

At 2 pm we left for Church while the roasts was slowly cooking in the oven. 

The church on the 24th of December was always packed with people. It was a beautiful way to meet neighbours 

and friends from the neighbourhood. We normally sung carols and the priest summarised the year in his 

preaching. 

After greeting each other, we went to the dinner table for the sit down dinner. The table was set with the silver 

wear and the crystal glasses. The roasts were on the table along with the white potatoes, brown sugar potatoes, 

red cabbage and brown gravy. 

In all Danish families, we play a small game when eating the pudding, we add one big almond into the pudding, 

and who ever gets the almond receives a small gift after finishing the pudding. 

When the pudding was finished, we needed to get up and  stretch our legs after the heavy meal. That was the 

time for my favourite exercise all night. We gathered around the decorated Christmas tree and held hands and 

sung carols and sometimes we started to move into formations and ran through the whole house, while we 

laughed and sung. 

Back to my childhood and early teens, in the TV room, we could smell the delicious food cooking in the kitchen- 

the pork belly and whole roasted duck in the oven sending a delicious scent out into all the corners of the house. 

We use bay leaves in our roasts for Christmas so every time I smell bayleaves in India, it reminds me of 

Christmas in Denmark. 

After the heavy main dinner which only took an hour to devour, we had rice pudding as dessert. 

We call it Ris a l´Amande as we add almonds and whipped cream into the boiled porridge rice with vanilla, and it 

tastes deliciously.

At 6 pm the house started to be filled up with family members. Everyone was dressed up, as Christmas evening 

is one of the most important evening for many people in Denmark.

It might sound silly  for an outsider, but was fun and everyone was a part of it unless they were disabled.

After opening up presents we had coffee and chocolates, and then it was time for the guests to leave. 

After dancing it was the moment the kids had been waiting for, as they could get their presents. 

Some family members went to church at midnight- it was a very special feeling, as the churches were packed 

with people who all were in cheerful mood. 

Funny enough, in Denmark we have a Christmas carroll that we sing while dancing around the Christmas tree 

that quotes: The Christmas lasts all the way to Easter, which indeed it does with all the food and locomotion.




